
We are a group of ordinary Americans, many of 
us Cuban-Americans, who are united in our 
desire to see the people of Cuba completely 

free of the communist dictatorship that has dominated 
their lives since . We stand behind the President of 
the United States of America, our elected Representa-
tives in the U.S. Congress, and our Senators who have 
made the strengthening of sanctions against the Castro 
regime in Cuba a high foreign policy priority.

 In forty-seven years since the triumph of the Cu-
ban Revolution the United States has conducted twelve 
presidential elections, the Iron Curtain and the Soviet 
Union have fallen; in short the world has changed. In 
those forty-seven years the United States has on at least 
two occasions entertained a rapprochement with the 
Castro regime. In all instances, efforts to reach out and 
normalize relations between both countries have failed 
dismally. While almost every variable in the Cuban 
equation has changed one has remained constant and, 
of course, that is the leadership of the dictator, Fidel 
Castro. 

 Mr. Castro has sabotaged attempts at rapproche-
ment because it would inherently mean compromis-
ing that which he refuses to compromise, namely his 
“right” to subvert other countries in Latin America, and 
beyond, with the goal of spawning violent revolutions 
and his “right” to use terrorist methods. It is plainly ob-
vious to even the casual observer that the central theme 
of Fidel Castro’s policies always has been and continues 
to be anti-Americanism. In short, Castro’s contempt for 
the United States overrides any concerns he may have 
ever had about the Cuban people. 

 It defies logic to believe that after forty-seven years 
Fidel Castro will suddenly have a change of heart re-
garding the role of the United States in the world and 
conversely his role as its opponent. In short, there can 
be no meaningful dialogue with Cuba as long as Fidel 
Castro is in power.

 We believe that rather than weakening or removing 
the embargo against Cuba, that the U.S. has a moral ob-
ligation to lead the free world in isolating its totalitarian 

regime. Cuba has been trading freely with almost every 
other country in the World for more than ten years and 
yet there has been no progress towards reestablishing 
human rights on the island nation. The unique struc-
ture of the Cuban economy is one in which the commu-
nist government sets the rules so as to capture as much 
hard currency as possible to preserve its hegemony, 
while at the same time limiting the natural democratiz-
ing effects of free trade. 

 Additionally, ordinary Cubans are not permitted to 
openly mingle with foreigners so as to avoid their being 
“corrupted” by outsiders. We denounce anyone from 
any country that visits Cuba as a tourist. We feel that it 
is cruel and inhumane to enjoy beaches and other rec-
reational facilities that are off limits to Cuba’s own citi-
zens which have essentially become a slave labor force. 

 The Castro regime has also devised a shrewd scheme 
in which Cuban exiles provide a significant amount of 
its lifeblood of hard currency through remittances and 
family visitations. While we certainly understand and 
sympathize with the desire of Cuban exiles to help their 
families in the short run, we feel that this system only 
helps to keep Castro in power by ameliorating the de-
structive consequences of Cuban economic policies. We 
therefore are in favor of the strict limitations on remit-
tances and travel to Cuba currently in place.

 Contrary to what some would have Americans be-
lieve, the United States currently trades with Cuba. In 
fact the United States is Cuba’s largest supplier of food 
and agricultural products. These transactions are con-
ducted on a “cash up-front” basis. We sympathize with 
American farmers that would like to open and develop 
new markets. After all we are capitalists. But we believe 
that a free Cuba of the near future will be a much more 
viable business opportunity than today’s Cuba that has 
shown a propensity to default on all types of financial 
obligations. The last thing we would ever want is for 
American taxpayers to be left paying the tab, a tab that 
would prolong the life of the Castro regime and thereby 
hurt ordinary Cubans.
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Our opponents would have one believe that we 
have no compassion for those ordinary Cubans 
and that we have dubious motives. Nothing 

could be further from the truth. It is because we so badly 
desire freedom for them that we advocate policies that 
will hasten the demise of Castro and his dictatorship. 
The blame for the failures of the Cuban economy can 
and should be put squarely at the feet of Castro and his 
sycophants. U.S. free trade with Cuba will be no more of 
a “magic bullet” in solving Cuba’s problems than Cuban 
trade with Canada, Mexico, Japan, the United Kingdom, 
or Russia has been to date. 

 Now that Fidel Castro has found a new economic 
sponsor in Venezuela, he has once again made subver-
sion and furthering his internationalist agenda a top 
priority. His repression of the Cuban people has also 
worsened. We believe that it is the United States’ best in-
terests to continue to view Cuba as a dangerous adver-
sary, rather than a potential partner as long as a com-
munist regime is in power there. 

 We would be unanimously in favor of removing 
economic sanctions against Cuba under the following 
eight conditions:

 That all Cuban political prisoners and prisoners of 
conscience be released immediately and granted an 
unconditional amnesty.

 That all Cubans be allowed to move freely within the 
country. 

 That the existing system of apartheid-like segrega-
tion be eradicated immediately, specifically that all 
Cubans be treated as equals to their foreign counter-
parts, such as “prominent scholars and artists” from 
abroad.

 That all Cubans be granted access to all sources of 
uncensored information, whether in broadcast, print, 
or Internet immediately.

 That all Cubans be granted the freedom to express 
their opinions freely without fear of repercussions. 

 That all Cubans be allowed to travel abroad freely.

 That all Cubans be allowed to live, work, and seek a 
better life for themselves as they see fit.

 That all Cubans be allowed to elect their leaders 
through verifiable, transparent democratic elections 
as allowed for in Cuba’s last legitimate constitution, 
the Constitution of .
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In short, we want Cuba to adhere to the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. Since Fidel Castro 
has demonstrated that such reforms are repugnant 

to him, we feel that there is no other recourse for free-
dom-loving people than to try to accelerate the inevi-
table demise of Cuba’s current form of government. 

 Lastly, we would like to emphasize that ENCASA 
in no way represents the feelings of ordinary Cuban-
Americans. The group is self-appointed and consists of 
some well meaning but naïve individuals as well some 
recognized leftists and Castro collaborators. The true 
leaders of the Cuban Diaspora are the ones that are 
elected democratically every two, four and six years.
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Signed,

Valentin Prieto, Miami, FL 
Maggie Prieto, Miami, FL
Henry Gomez, Miami, FL
Ana Ivette Gomez, Miami, FL
George L. Moneo, Miami, FL 
Maria T. Moneo, Miami, FL
Robert Molleda, Miami FL
Amanda Dufau, Miami FL
Ziva Kathleen Sahl, Los Angeles, CA
Steven Sahl, Los Angeles, CA
Humberto Fontova, New Orleans, LA
Carmen Higgins, Marathon, FL
Charlie Bravo, New York, NY
Marc R. Masferrer, Bradenton, FL
Matt Gonzalez, Ft. Myers, FL
Dominic P. Parise, Harmony, NC 
Gigi Fernandez, Dallas, TX
Aymee Camayd Tokmakci, IOP, SC
Jose I. Aguirre, Miami, FL
Jose Gonzalez, Houston, TX
Alfredo Cabrera, Arlington, TX
Roberto del Rosal, Cuernavaca, Mexico
Josue Sierra, Arlington, VA
Emily Nelson, Plano, TX
Lourdes Argimón, Miami, FL
Alex Hernandez, New York, NY
Adriana M. Bóveda-Lambie, Rhode Island
O. J. Casas, Carrollton, TX
Zeida F. Casas, Miami, FL
Wm. Picou, Weatherford, TX
Enrique Rubio, San Juan , Puerto Rico
Patricio Texidor, Twin Lakes, WI
Darmon C. Thornton, Las Vegas, NV
Louis A. Mayor, San Antonio, TX



Mario Ramirez, Wantagh NY
Chantel Acevedo, Hamden, CT
Loretta Guzman, Miami, FL
J.Scott Barnard, Jacksonville, FL
Maria Salvador, Miami FL
Miriam Iturbe, Miami FL 
Iris dela Osa, Avon Park FL
Alexander Salvador, Miami FL
Radames Suarez, Queens, NY
Miguel F. Oyarzun, Newport, RI
Orlando Machado Jr., Burbank, CA
Amanda Solomon, Burbank, CA
Jerome du Bois, Phoenix, AZ
Catherine King, Phoenix, AZ
Martha Garcia, Miami, FL
Cristina Miyares, Miami, FL 
Andres Jimenez, Miami, FL
Maria Elena Gomez, Miami, FL
Enrique L. Gomez M.D., Miami, FL
Celsa A. Echeandia, Leesburg, VA
Knox Gohring, Fullerton, CA
Nicholas DuBoyce, Garfield, NJ
James P. Seigler, Galveston, TX
Ana Martinez, Miami, FL
Pedro Martinez, Miami, FL
Dr. Antonio de la Cova, Bloomington, IN
Eric Alamo, West Covina, CA
Larry Daley, Corvallis, OR
Frank Lujan, Miami, FL
Nicolás Antonio Jiménez, Columbia, MO
Lee Laden, Philadelphia, PA
Orlando Cespedes, Riverside, CA
Scott Gillies, Grayson, GA
Jan S. Ollis-Gillies, Grayson, GA
Julio C. Perez, Chicago IL
Luis Mayor, Colleyville, TX
Maria del Carmen Mayor, Colleyville, TX
Robert A. Deitich, Orlando FL
Rosario Cejo Polewczak, Raleigh, NC
Robert I. Barrocas, Miami, FL
Carlos M. Echerri, Norwalk, CA
Ernest E. Bennett, Centerville, GA
Thomas W. Hall, New York, NY
Dana Flores, New Britain, CT
Eduardo Conde, Eureka Springs, AR
Jan Conde, Eureka Springs, AR
Julio C. Zangroniz, Rockville, MD
Alberto Quiroga, Boca Raton FL
Jorge Escala, Miami, FL
Michael Pancier Esq., Fort Lauderdale, FL
Armando Quincoses, Weatherford, TX 

Liliana Quincoses, Weatherford, TX 
Jordan Paul, Washington, D.C.
Steven Holland, Harrison, AR
Arthur Rivers, Mackinaw City, MI
Angel Rodriguez, Phoenix, AZ
Isabel Herbach, Longwood, FL
Max Lopez, Miami, FL
Yamy Choy, Miami, FL
Serena Marinucci, Sydney, Australia
Antonia Silva, GA
Xiomara Maestre, NJ


